Congress of the United States
TWashington, DE 20515

May 18, 2004
Honorable James T. Walsh Honorable Alan B. Mollohan
Chairman Ranking Member
Appropriations Subcommittee on Veterans Appropriations Subcommittee on
Affairs, Housing & Urban Development Veterans Affairs, Housing & Urban
H 143 Capitol Development
Washington, DC 20515 2346 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Walsh and Ranking Member Mollohan:

We commend the Subcommittee for its commitment to affordable housing programs, and
we hope we can count on your support this year. As the Subcommittee considers the
FYO0S5 Veterans Affairs, Housing & Urban Development Appropriations Act, we would
like to express our strong support for fully funding the Housing Choice Voucher
Program, and express our concern about the Flexible Voucher proposal.

The Housing Choice Voucher Program provides safe, affordable housing to more than
two miliion American families, and is the only option for many families facing our
nation’s affordable housing crisis. The President’s FYO0S5 budget request makes deep cuts
and significant programmatic changes to the Section 8 voucher program, which will
undoubtedly impact the lives of low-income families across the nation.

It is estimated that the current budget proposal will underfund the Section 8 program by
more than $1.6 billion. Coupled with the proposed Flexible Voucher program, this
inadequate funding level will require Public Housing Authorities (PHAs) to reduce
support to families by either serving fewer families, making programmatic changes that
reduce the level of subsidies provided, or both.

While we are concerned the cost of the Section § program is outpacing available
resources, we believe the implementation of significant programmatic changes, such as
those incorporated in the Flexible Voucher proposal should be vetted in the authorizing
committees of jurisdiction before any further consideration in the House.
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Further, we are concerned the Flexible Voucher proposal would allow housing authorities
to reduce the level of subsidy provided to each assisted family, eliminating the rule that
families pay no more than 30 percent of their income for rent. It also ends the "targeting"
of 75 percent of scarce voucher resources to extremely low income families.

Voucher utilization rates for PHAs are at a record high, yet waiting lists for families
seeking Section 8 assistance continues to grow. The Administration, however, is now
asking these agencies to change program administration and operate with significantly
less funding -- an impossible task for most PHAs.

We, therefore, urge you to provide full funding for the Housing Choice Voucher program
in the FY0S VA-HUD Appropriations bill and protect the 2 million households that

benefit from this most successful program.

Sincerely,

L SIE W ﬂ%
Nyd: e!azqu ! ;/M# Christophg"Shays

Member of Con Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler i Jghn cHugh 'g
Member of Congress mber of Congress

Patiyck Tiberi
Member of Congr

obert Menendez
Member of Congress



N&! Abercrombie
Member of('ondrcss

Knbal Acev WA"%jJ

e ,\h,?bu ol Congress

v ACkerman
Member of Congress

Y/

Thomas Allen
Member of Congress

bt Aol

Robert Andrews
Member of Congress

loc Baca
Member of Congress

Brian Baird
Member of Congress

B

\/ LA Z Uu,JC‘

Shcm ood Bo;’l crl
lamber of Congress

ilip English

Membgr of Congress /

Amo tHoughton
Mcmber of Congress

Mg rof Congress

Hdnlx LoBiondo
Member of Congress



o,

__E e e e e e
Tammy Bd)ﬁ/win

Member of Congrg

Xavier Becerra

of Congress
!

| 5 [ .
Sé}lﬂsllcy Berkl

ek O Dok
Santord Bishop. Jr. ’

Member eXCongress

s o‘{wwm

Farl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

MAadeleine Bordallo
Membcer of Congr,

Z £

Robert Brady
Member of Congress

cthercutt
Member of Congrcss

Tom Osborne

Member of Congress

Rlck Renzi
Member of'Conun.s:.

m%.

ana Ros- I thmcn

Leonard Bosw¢ll
Member of Congress

Conin Qo

Cormine Brown
Member of Congress



'\Q’fu,rrod Brown P
ber of Congress -

/ 2

Vﬂchacl Capuano ™ ,/
Member of Congress ~

Dennis Cardoza
Member of Congress

Carson
ber (}ICongress

f.. ——,

e 0 i T

a‘Donna Christian-CHristensen
/' Member of Congress

Jghn Conyers
}LL)\er of Congress L
/ -

“ /W / j%

Jerry Costello
V[cmbcr"of' Congress

ZW L MMJ/

FhJathummmgs
Member of Congress

Danny Davi
Member of Congress

Lois\Capps
Member of Congress

B njan'_l_i_r_l Cardin
Member of Congress

il

A?(:WCarsor{/
Aember of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress

Um.. o‘fiuu@&?r

William Lacy (ﬂ
Member of Congress

o~

S e .;;";7:”
Hm Coopér

£ - -
Memberaf Congress

/T,
Joseph Crowley
Memberpof Congress \/

r i
Artur Davis
Member of Congress

/\
MJUM

Iﬁ'n, Davis
Wmber of Congress




Pdler DeFazio
Member of Congress

bick. Ll

William Delahunt
Member of Congress

Peter Deutsch

Vlcn}ber of Congress
ﬁ\\

»j/ _ ;‘::f ._/'f!

Calvin DOO]C)
M n,mbu' of onwrcse

Rahm £ Fﬂdﬂl.lt,l
her of Cgt

™ slmxr-

Member of Congress

(ot Filore—

Bob Filner
Member of Congress

/

arncy Frank

Mem f Congress

Charles Gonzale:
Member of Congress

e Lol

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Rosa Delauro
Member of Congress

Notw el

Norman Dicks
Member of Congress

Ml ity

Mike Doyle .
Member of Conggess
o S
yoie oo

e A el f-r:;,\l—/ S
Ehot Engel ‘

Member of Congress

AN

Lane Evans
Member of Congress

Martin Frost
Member of Congress

Bart Gordon
Member of Congress



' Rau‘f“@ma}»a
Member of (‘onor

Luis Guticrrez
Member of Congress

——,

) .Bdl'OI] Hill

Member of Congress

Ruben Hinojosa
Member of Congress

it Y. foct

Michacl Honda
Member of Congress

Ron Kind
Member of Congress

Gene Green
Member of Congress

Lloap GEZ,

Alcee Hastings
Member of Congress

\
* (a3

W |

Maurice Hmchey
Member-af Congress
P
v v - : »
s e }.-
/'/ o f.;f‘fw/ /
/M —

Rush Helt
Member of Congress

Darlenc Hooley /
Member of Congress

MS ~—
Steve Istacl
Member of Congress

Chris Joh
Member of Congress

CZJ&,CA/CM

Dale Kildec
Member of Congress

4 J my Kl}czka v

Tecmber of Congress



Mﬂlv—_; nL KCLO(/V«JQL,

Yennis Kucinich
Member of Congress

g s Lantre» m 8

Member of Congress

;m—
Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Zdrbdrd fce

Memboer of Conwcss

‘g Lofgren
h 1cnf7cr of Congress

Member of On:g'LSb

\-\.- i H M r —_
f . /; ]
/ L’{, Ve <\‘r//:/’/ f ﬁb@/

— Karen McCarthy
Member of Congress

“‘ﬂf’ /
chrmott

ember of Congress

I 7‘/7»44-

Michacl MceXNulty
Member of Congress

e

Nicholas Lampson
Member of Congress

om L el

Tom Lantos
Mcmber of Congress

\V]“]I‘ L]pl%/
Member of Céheress

. Frcaa

Ken Lucas
Member of Congress

Carolyn %CCénh}«' g .

Member of Congress

Betty Mc
\/lgmber of C on"ress

-

James V[C(m\ crn
Member of Congress

(ks KZ/@

C arol\mﬂhlonev
Member of Congress




Edward Vidrkev
Member of Congress

Kotid I Lot

Robert Mat

Mcmber of Congress

P
. — R e

JuanjrdMillender-McDonald
Member of Congress

1

- .

[ |

Dennis Moore
Member of Congress

¢ Grace Napolitano /
Member of Congress

Eleanor Norton
Member of Congress

ember ol Congress

m@w\p

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress \B

o Mt _

Iim Matheson
Member of Congress

N

Marty Mcchan tZ
Mcember of Conger

ML b Mot D

Michael Michaud
Mcember of Congress

Bl 4

Brad Miller
Member of Congress

Vet~

Jamay Moran
Member of Con‘grcss

/ //égﬁ
Richard Neal

Member of Congress

_dames Oberstar
Member of Congress

ik ]
W
Donald Paynce
Member of Congress




(et Vebaats

Nandy Pelost |
Mem crot(ongm

Earl Pomeroy
Member of Congress

. 7,

Charles Rangel
Member of Congress

Clol )
Ciro Rodrizuts

Mcember of Congress

Lut.lllt, Rovbal-Allard
Member of Congress

//m&w

Tim Ryan
Member of Congress

%}2 ane hezl f

Member of Congress

/X/Séd.

Bernard Sanders
Mem of Conergss

Adam Schitf
Member of Congress

M o

Tollin Peterson
Member of Congress

ek Rahall, 1
Mcmber of Cbngr

=
- M \.____J-:?' —_—

S]l\ cstre Reyes
Member of Congress

Mike Ross
Mcmber of Congress

Aobhy 4 Auh

Bobbv Rust
Mcember of Congress

Vit Lliw

Martin Saho

\1¢ﬁ1bs:%( ONYress
e m . f/wﬂ/

LoreLLd Sanchez
Me‘Rber of Congres

Japict Schakowsky i ]
MgHiber of Congress

David Scott
Member of Congress



Voo Gl

Brad Shernfan

Adam Smith

Member of Congress

Wl 7

/ 1ifida Solis

Member of Congress

DA Lok Lan

“fed Strickland
Member of Congress

Edolphus Towns
Member of Congress

mmc,@

“Mark L'dall

Chris Van Ho]ltn

Member of ( ongress '

Me]\-m Walt
Member of Congress

-

Anthony Weiner
Member of Congress

i g

Louis Slawrhter
Member of Congress

Fortney Stark
Member of Congress

s =
hn Ticrney L
Member of Congress —

/ ﬂ) £y ,
Pbn VM ~ M
Step nie Tubbs Iont.‘;
™ber of Congress

0 OcQ-&_

Tom Udall
Member of Congress

T o Wi

Maxine Waters
Mergber of Congress

Member of(‘onﬂrus‘;

*g\;{— \,O-77"’

Robert Wexler
Member of Congress




o~ '

. ! <
b vy L o opiage s

Lynn Woolscy M
Mcmber of Congress

ok L

Albert Wynn
Memberof € onwm

=

Sam Farr
Member of Congress

DaW

\/Lcmbcr of Congress
f ,‘a---...‘_\

\1,.@\\,\

e

Bénnie Thompson
Member of Congress

.



,c

- \ﬁ‘ |
Bill Pascrell g_lomon Ortiz N
Member of Congress Member of Congress



